
A Rocha India, February 08 e-news 
 
Welcome to the second edition of A Rocha India e-news. The response for our first e-news 
was very encouraging. We would like to thank all our members & well-wishers for their 
support and good wishes. 
 
Research on human-elephant conflict in Bannerghatta National Park. 
 
Understanding the intricacies and challenges in Research 
 
The research team at the A Rocha India 
Field Study Centre, share their 
experience here below - The chill air of 
the winter of New Year 2008 brought 
with it exciting and challenging works of 
vegetation studies of the Bannerghatta 
National Park along with demography of 
elephants in conjunction with the 
ongoing study of the human elephant 
conflict at the Park. Knowing the 
significance of the above studies in the 
long term survival of Asian elephants 
(Elephas maximus) and in the efficient 
management of the Park, the research team set forth in understanding the intricacies and 
challenges one would expect in achieving the objectives of such studies.  
 
 
The chill air of winter was soon changed into the scorching heat of Indian summer, but none 
of this could dampen the spirits of the team which went on with its field work. In the 
demography study elephant herds were spotted, classified and photographed. In the dung 
count and vegetation study which requires tremendous perseverance and hard work, transects 
have been laid, tree species listed and other measurements taken. The study of the human 
elephant conflict and its various facets has always been the main thrust area and it’s in 
progress by village visits to assess the crop damage by elephants along with studies on the 
efficacy of watchers and farmers in conflict mitigation.  
 
The new chilli tobacco barrier is in demand and has seen profound success in instilling trust 
and confidence in the farmers as it has been an effective mitigation measure. Now more and 
more farmers are coming forward to learn the technology behind it. The new projects have 
brought with them exciting new challenges, which the research team is thrilled to accept and 
works towards it.      
 
Visitors at the Field Study Centre  
 
11th February - Graduate students from the V.V.S. First Grade College for Women, 
Bangalore visited the Study Centre and participated in the Centres activities along with 
experiencing the calmness and richness of the study centre. Along with the group, Danita 
Daniel, former Regional Director of WWF with two friends Jessica and Theresa from Canada 
were also partakers of the program.  

Caring for God’s World Together 



 
A Rocha was also blessed with a new 
friend Daphne Bastion, Teacher at 
Baldwin Womens Christian College and a 
Master Trainer at Asha Foundation, 
Bangalore with her son Mark Bastion, a 
leading Artist whose association from day 
one has been very inspiring and their 
commitment to work with us has brought 
great joy. Chris Rose, Development 
Manager, Amos Trust and Rev. Jacob 
Devadason from United Kingdom were the 
last visitors of the month who shared our 
joy on their visit to the centre. 

 
 
New sprouts in Environmental Education 
 
14th February - The education department, now have given new sprouts to the Rural Schools 
Environment Education Program (RSEEP) for the rural schools surrounding the National 
Park. Discussions have begun and this venture holds the key to long term conservation 
application of A Rocha India, wherein we believe that educating and moulding the younger 
generations who are tomorrow’s decision makers is a factor not to be compromised. As we 
venture into this project with the full cooperation of the Karnataka State Forest Department, 
we pray that it will build efficient decision makers who will live in harmony with nature.  
 
16th February - On the other side are our urban kids, thrilled as ever, passionately 
participating in the Urban Schools Environment Education Program (USEEP). The module of 
the month was ‘Biodiversity’, in which the students of Christ Academy visited the A Rocha 
Field Study Centre to explore the centre’s biodiversity along with fixing name boards for all 
the trees on their trek path. In continuation to this module was the ‘Biodiversity of the 

campus’ on the 28th of February, which 
began with a presentation on the ‘Value 
of a tree’ by Ms. Deepthi followed by 
which the students with the A Rocha team 
identified and listed the birds, butterflies 
and trees of their campus. As they visited 
each tree they were taught about its 
scientific name, distribution, morphology, 
medicinal and economic value along with 
fixing name boards for the trees. At the 
end of the session, the students knew 
about the importance and richness of 
biodiversity in their own campus. 
 

 
Looking forward to more initiatives in the month ahead, so as to be more enriched to serve 
mother earth. Wishing each of you God’s Choicest Blessings! 
 
The A Rocha India Team  


