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.Survey on elephant dung beetle. 

Dung beetles are relatively a modern group of beetles and their fossils only extend back to 40 
million years ago. A typical dung beetle appearance is a beetle with a grooved shield and large 
strong front limbs for digging and fighting, and elongated back legs for holding dung ball while 
rolling. Long flying wings are folded under hard wing coverts. They have club antennae with 
finger like projections.  

The dung beetles play a crucial role in the decay process of 
elephant dung. In 1973 a person called Jo Anderson has 
observed 16,000 dung beetles of various shapes and sizes, 
attracted to a small 1.5 kg heap of elephant dung on the 
African Savannah. They have eaten and buried that dung 
completely in just two hours.  

An observation was made on these elephant dung beetles in Bannerghatta National Park during 
April, to see their effect on elephant dung decay rate. The survey gave an opportunity to A Rocha 
India staff and two post graduate students in wild life biology from the National Center for 
Biological Sciences (NCBS), Bangalore to work together.  

Dung beetles can be conveniently divided into 3 groups, Rollers, Tunnellers and Dwellers.  

Rollers role away small to medium sized lump of dung to 
the burrows made at a distance from the dung source. 
Tunnellers dig a tunnel beneath the dung and then drag as 
much dung as they like down into it. Again it is mostly the 
female which stays in the burrow sorting out the dung and 
the male who goes out to get it. Dwellers spend as much of 
their lives as possible digging around inside the dung. They 
lay the eggs straight into it and the larvae live in it.  

Dung beetles love fresh dung. They shove the dung into 
their mouths, squeeze it, and drink the juices that come streaming out! The solid parts of the dung 
are squeezed for a second time in their jaws, and then swallowed. If there are any eggs that flies 
might have laid inside the dung, this squeezing action kills them. Dung, along with everything else 
that lives in it, is the major food of the dung beetle.�
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Beginning of every year A Rocha India gets requests 
from several universities for student placements. 
Bangalore University has been more consistent and for 
the second consecutive year the university has been 
placing its students with A Rocha for dissertation work. 
This year we have Pavani Chowdary, a native of 
Andhra Pradesh state of southern part of India. She is 
currently pursuing her post graduate degree in 
Environmental Sciences from Bangalore University. 
Being always excited about the environment 
surrounding her, has made Pavani choose this subject for her Masters course. While pondering for 
the right topic for her dissertation, her passion for forest and wildlife ecology attracted her to the 
work of A Rocha. She is presently in the Bannerghatta National Park completing her data 
collection.  The main focus of her study will be to assess the community perspective on Human 
Elephant Conflict in the elephant corridor region.  

 

Any Comments of feedback regarding this Issue are most welcome.� 


