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Kingfishers Fire

During the last ten years A Rocha has grown from one
field study centre in Portugal to a family of wonderfully
varied community conservation projects in eighteen
countries. Read the story of A Rocha’s remarkable
growth in this new book by Peter Harris, Founder and
President of A Rocha.

To tempt you, here is a short extract from the first chapter:

OMarkku Kostamo knew that visibility was poor on
December mornings in rural British Columbia, but even
so he was sure that last night he had left only seven cat
in his pasture. As habbed his eyes against the early gloom,
he could see that there weréeast forty there now, and
they were a far more mixed bunch than his belovec
Scottish Highlands. Heavy with the early dew on their
hides, they were chewjpigilosophically andidnOt seem in
any hurry to go anywhere. Even so, Markku saw he had n
alternative but to stumble out of the farmhouse and make
new plan for the morning. One quick look at the animals anc
a couple of phone calls later, he had his explanation.

Markku and his wife Leah run the farm in Canada as ar
A Rocha centre and among their neighbours is a cattle feed-Is
It was their entire stock that had made a break for freedon
quite wisely heading for the good organic pasture of the
A Rocha meadows.

(continued on p2)
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Kingfisher's Fire

(continued from p1)

As an A Rocha experience, it was only too familiar g
disorientating. When the story of the first field study ceng
was told in the pagesfder the Bright Winfiieen years
ago, there was only one project to show for ten years of
involvement in the Algarve B one cow in the meadow &
weae. At the time of writing, work is going on in sevente .i
countries, and as just one indicator of what that means | %™
recently told that over fifty thousand children were invol\GEtus™s
last year. Another seven national groups have joined in dis& !
the two years it has taken to write this book and more see "
be arriving all the time. It seems that God has opened
gates of our own particular meadow, and at times it caus
to rub our eyes in amazement.

Our own family has lived these last fifteen years partl
protagonists but mostly as almost incredulous observe
how one small environmental initiative in the south
Patugal could have given rise to a world-wide family
projects. | could have attempted to chronicle the jour
earlier, but we have always believed that the A Rocha stt
better told through being lived rather than by any talking
writing. Furthermore, it has been a story which iS mo¥r and Miranda in Canada.
authentically lived by a few people in a particular place rather
than being told in an abbreviated version at a conference, or
even through the pages of a book. However, with so many dif-
ferent local expressions of the A Rocha vision now having an
impact and with the foundational notes of the vision now
finding a resonance with so many people in so many different
cultures and contexts, it seems as good a time as any to take
the telling of the A Rocha story furtherEO
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Kingfisher's Fire
A stary of hope for God's earth

KingfisherOs Kiraubtitled A story of hope for GodOs
earth Many conservationists find it hard not to be
deeply pessimistic, so we asked Peter to briefly explain

his reason for hope:

OVe have seen in practice that God cares far more for his own
creation than we can ever do B and he gives us the wisdom
and means to do something practical if we will look at the
world the way he does. It is broken and battered and there is
suffering on every side. But we find in GodOs love for his own
creation, and our discovery of its astonishing beauty and
complexity, the inspiration to live in it for transformation and
for good. There will be plenty of bafflement and failure, but it

is remarkable what can happen when we treat the world
according to GodOs creative intentions. | believe those can be
seen in the smallest of daily details as well as in the wide
transformations of landscape and communities which can be
seen after years of work.O

Peter Harris |
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and lectured widely. His ingpiring teaching has been a highlight
of many A Rocha leadersO meetings. Now, at last, everyone can
benefit from his clear and concise formation of creation care
theology in the first half of his first boBlanetwiseln the ‘
second part, Dave, ever-practical, suggests ways in which a
proper understanding of the biblical teaching about the nature
world can influence discipleship, worship, lifestyle and mission,
writing with characteristic humility and humour. =

Planetwise: Dare to care for God's world.
Dave Bookless 2008.

Available from: www.ivpbooks.com

Price £7.99.

Paperback, 160 pp.

ISBN 1844742512,

Emma Sleeth’s story

Emma Sleeth, a freshman who is studying English at Asb
College, Kentucky, will see her bitéasy Being Green
published in March this year. Creation care is nothing new to E
whose father, Dr. Matthew Sleeth, is the authBemfsod,
Sarethe Planednd travels widely for A Rocha USA, taking the )
creation care message to churches, college campuses and conferF ONE
Emma calls taking care of the planet, Othe family businessO. SERVING g

When she was twelve her father left the medical profession to . 9

devote himself full-time to teaching, writing and preaching

about faith and the environment. The family built a passive lt S e

solar home to conserve energy and instead of grass, they gre E asy
wild flowers in their yard. They also purchased hybrid cars \Ab

and gradually used less energy and resources. Emma wrote he eln ee
book when she was just fifteen years old. It is for high school I]_
and college students, and explains how small, everyday choices

can impact on the natural environment. She shows how everyone f

can make a positive difference at school, around the house

and all over the world in their choices about everything from

transportation to food and clothes. She believes that the problems

with the environment are more about a lack of knowledge

than apathy. She says, OIf my generation knew more about our
environmental crisis, they would rise to the challenge.O

It's Easy Being Green.

Emma Sleeth 2008.

Zondervan

Paperback 224 pp.

US $12.99, UK £7.99, CAN $13.99.
ISBN-10: 0 310 27925 9 |
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hat's story?

Yau@eread about Peter Harris, Dave Bookless and Emma SleethOs stories - but whatOs your A Rocha story?
Later this year, and next year, A Rocha will be celebrating 25 years of GodOs faithfulness as we have sougétior

Has A Rocha changed your life in some way? If so, weQd love to hear from you. Some stories may be used
newsletters celebrating the anniversary, but donOt worry ® we wonOt use any stories without first receiving
Our primary desire is to gather stories which will encourage our teams and just a few will be shared more widelytevi|

If you want to put pen to paper, or fingers to keys, contact: A Rocha International, 3 Hooper St, Cambridge, CB1 2NZ,
England or international@arocha.org but please keep your stories short — 300 words maximum.




News In brief

Lebanon: Harrier numbers increased
by good management

Rocha LebanonOs main study site, the Aam

Wetland inthe West Bekaa, is important all year roufid

for harriers. &ur species of these elegant, agile bird:
prey use thenarsh for hunting or roosting: Marsh Harriel
Circus aerugingsHen HarrierC. cyaneudontaguOs Harrier
C. pygargusnd Pallid HarrieC. macrourudAfter a long
absence as a breeding bird in Lebanon, Marsh Harriers wer¢
last seen here with newly fledgmehg in2006. They can be Ll .y
seen hunting over the reed beds in every month of the year, aiggh ,'l.", 7
studies carriealit by the team in 2005 showed that they roost ¥ s "
in flattened areas surrounded by reeds up to four metres tall.}"
Current management has been beneficial for them as the reedsi™g
are no longer burned every autumn as they were prior to the .
start of the A Rocha project: there is plenty of cover for the
birds to hide in.

Montagu®Os and the ONear EndangeredO Pallid Harriers are usually
seen only during the spring and autumn migrations. Like the
Hen Harrier, they prefer to roost in shorter vegetation, such
ungrazed pasture, with plants no taller than one metre. g
biggest numbers of harrieen beseen in the winter, whe
both Marsh and Hen Harriers come every evening from their
feeding grunds avund the Bekaa to roost in the reeds and

rough grassland. A regular weekly roost count in 2005-2006 i
showed that both species occurred throughout the winter,§*%
with the highest numbers present in January and February
when up to 25 Hen and 38 Marsh Harriers were seen. This
record for Hen Harriers was broken in late November 2007

when 46 were seen in one evening B an amazing sight!

7

Colin Conroy

Brazil. N
a tour of five great cities

n November | visited the five great citi%
of S«o Paulo, Belo Horizonte, Bras'li

Curitiba and Rio de Janeiro to present,{he
A Rocha Brazil plans to potential par'l?ers
It was good to be accompanied by A
Abreu, a Portuguese member of A
International®s Council of Reference, who
has been intimately involved in our activitie
from the very beginning. This trip launched
our "Firm Foundation Project"”, a three-year-
long fundraising and partnership building*
exercise. We had a strong sense that God
had gone before and prepared the way for
us. Our great desire is to have a field study
centre in the Atlantic Rain Forest to under-
take much-needed conservation research

and environmental education, and we are J
investigating possible sites. L h

Hen Harrier pair (female above)

Marcos Custodio by Cheryl Cousins.
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The Iori%an winding road
to tackling climate change

The recent long and tense international negotiations
resulted in the Bali Roadmap, a fragile agreement
to continue working against climate change.
Climate Stewards particularly welcomes two of
its aspects:

Frst, there is recofgnmon that funds are needed not just fol
the prevention of climate change, but also for helping
ecosystems and the human communities that depend 0
them'to adapt to climate change, which is now unavoidable.

Second, delegates edged towards an understanding of hc
the management of existing habitats of many kinds, to avel
degradation and destruction, Is crucial in tackling climate chang
o : ey ¥ , P - Wetlands and prairies sequester vast amounts of carbon,
Y =S AL, T = S their destruction contributes to climate change and their
Noluvuyo story-telling with children at a Christmas party. maintenance and restoration can mitigate it. Deforestatior
contributes about 20% of current emissions of carbon dioxide
so avoiding deforestation, though difficult, is also essential.

Actually, all meaningful ways of tackling climate change ar

hard. In Ghana, where the first Climate Stewards project i

located, we are encouraged by the progress under the leaders

of Emmanuel Akgm and Dar¥ll Bosu. Independent reports

say the first yearOs Plantlng as gone very well with a hi
[

South Africa: _
Noluvuyo Mshumpela escapes abduction

in three schools and two orphanages. She rece died, while in others drought ruined the harvest o
M received training with A Rocha UK and has returnegroundnuts which are intercropped in places with the seedlings
with lots of energy and creativity. On 30 October she was

abducted by human traffickers in broad daylight, just secofids!/imate S;fewards were a ?fusinessblooking onl f?r tpe q
before walking through the doors of her morning gym clagSt cost-effective way to ofiset carbon, we m|%t S Unde

lUVUVO i r schools field worker. runnin -clug§rvival rate ‘of seedlings in most areas. However, in a fe
N glirvuyo is.our schools field worker, ru g eco-clu ces, due to flooding, the seedlings became waterlogg

' assure to work in lower risk areas. But as a global pro-
She miraculously escaped and was then found and helggdmme of A Rocha we are committed to the communities
having disappeared for thirty hours, and is now making a fagh whom we work. The climate is theirs too. So
recovery in regular post trauma counselling. The threadEsfimanuel and Daryl organised the reﬁlacm of the dead
God's grace through her story is an inspiration in the So%@?dlmgs and we did not accept our share of the meagre

African context of spiralling crime and increasing violen undnuts harvest.

against women and children. Despite her experiencgss those who live close to the soil, there is nowhere to run.
Noluvuyo has successfully completed our planned pilot viSite practical reality of dealing with climate change is

to Bisley Valley Nature Reserve with four groups of childréfieady here.

ahead of our new programmesO launch in February. In
www.climatestewards.net

Brendan Bowles

January Kevin Penderis joins us as our Environmer
Education Officer. Kevin has a BSc Honours in Wildli
Science and lots of local field experience. He and Nolu
will be the Msunduzi Municipality's service providers
environmental education in Bisley Valley Nature Reserve.

Allen Goddard

@& : Climatestewa



Fun without Fire

destroyed by traditional hunting methods. During

the dry season, groups of children commonly ski
school for the excitement of setting fire to the scru
and watching the blaze roar through large tracts of
vegetation. As small animals rush out, they are clubbed
to death, with the meaty, tasty grasscutters (Greater
Cane Rats Thryonomys swinderiaesg especially
prized. In the villages around Mole National Park,
where money is in short supply, free bushmeat is an
important source of protein. Trees are also burned
and felled by the local men to get at honey (see
A Rocha International N&uesober 2006).

The savannahs of northern Ghana are being

Daryl Bosu, based at A Rocha GhanaOs northern offi
Damongo, has established sixteen environmental educ
clubs at primary and junior high schools in West Go
District, with a total membership of 1500 children. His ai
to stop the burning, and instil in the children a desire
understand and protect their unique but fragile ecosystem
hopes to extend the environmental education program
twenty-three communities and involve all the schools
establishing woodlots. As these schools are on the frin
Mole National Park, the park management has sourced f

from the Wildlife Division Support Project (sponsored by t

Dutch Government) to construct a multi-purpose
Conservation Centre which will house an interactive centre

for kids, a museum, a craft shop, a conference hall and a

reception area for visitors to the park.

Since August 2005 about 900 school
children from the A Rocha clubs
have been taken to Mole National
Park. Though they live within fourteen
km of the park, and daily watch
tourists pass by on their way there,
few children had previously visited.

- g

5

Funding for the Conservation Centre furnishing, museum
enhancement, information provision and exchange visits &
school kids in this programme is being provided by the Britisl|
High Commission in Ghana, and so Daryl was delightec
when Mr Gordon Wetherell, the British High Commissioner,

paid a visit to the West Gonja District. He met with the

District Assembly to discuss the devastating impact of th
annual bushfires and illegal hunting activities, as well &
poverty-reduction activities. In a historic meeting with the
Yagbon Wura, the great Gonja King, the High Commissionet
lauded the prevailing peace throughout Gonja Land anc
discussed_ developmental and resource management iss|
The chiefQOs elders praised A RochaOs work. Mr Wetherell 1
met with the Manager of Mole National Park, Mr. Oumaru

Faouk and Daryl, to deliberate on the challenges of sustainak

C I . . .
gﬁgﬁlopment in the district.

Or#fle long-term plan for Conservation Education around Mole
NBational Park is to establish a Conservation Education Trus

d which will continue to generate a steady flow of fund:
pport school-based initiatives and promote environment
g ards in the young generation. A Peace Corps Volunte
rrie Landgard, was seconded to the office in Novembe
?C‘)‘gﬁto assist in realising these goals around the large

]
nal park in the country.

Credit: Daryl Bosu




Volunteers wanted

for bird research with A Rocha

Portugal.

Lebanon:

During June 2008, paying volunteers are being sought to fiperienced birdwatchers are invited to help the team it
one of three teams spending 7 days and nights on the souMairch/April 2008 with counts of soaring birds as they pas:
Portuguese coast, catching and studying Europdhrmugh the snow-capped mountains and with surveys in og
Sorm-petrelHydrobates pelagidis. previous experience iswoodlands; ringers/banders are also wanted B a wonder
needed, just enthusiasm and a reasonable level of fitnesspportunity to enjoy Mediterranean and Middle Eastern
costs and logistics, please contact Dr Rob Thomas at Caplétialities. Please contact lebanon@arocha.org if you
University. E-mail ThomasRJ@ Cardiff.ac.uk or phospare two weeks.

+44 (0)2920 757226.

by

Can you help us count soaring  birds in Lebanon this spring?
Credit: A Rocha Lebanon
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International Office:

A Rocha, 3 Hooper St,
Cambridge, CB1 2NZ, UK.
Tel/Fax +44 (0) 1387 710286
E-mail: international@arocha.org
Web: www.arocha.org

Reg. Charity No. 288634

In all the countries where we work, A Rocha is identified by five core commitments and to a

practical outworking of each:

A Rocha is an international
conservation organisation
working to show God’s love
for all creation

The name “A Rocha” is

Portuguese, and means
“The Rock”.

A Rocha International is
a member of IUCN, the

memsmmams e \World Conservation Union.

® CHRISTIAN - Underlying all we do is our biblical faith in the living
God, who made the world, loves it and entrusts it to the care of human s
® CONSERVATION - We carry out research for the conservation and
restoration of the natural world and run environmental education program
for people of all ages.

® COMMUNITY - Through our commitment to God, each other and the
wider creation, we aim to develop good relationships both within the A R«
family and in our local communities.

® CROSS-CULTURAL - We draw on the insights and skills of people
from diverse cultures, both locally and around the world.

® COOPERATION - We work in partnership with a wide variety of
organisations and individuals who share our concerns for a sustainab}e v
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