MATUKU RESERVE WORKING BEE     Saturday 19 March 2011

Come and enjoy the forest and help in the maintenance of this Forest & Bird Society bush and wetland reserve in the Waitakere Valley.

Meet: at the reserve car park at the end of Snows Lane (directions given below)

Time: 10am – 2pm (or as long as you can offer)

Bring: Lunch and drink, sturdy shoes or boots, gloves, hedge clippers or secateurs or small loppers 

Task: Track widening by removing vegetation.

Fitness: Not a super strenuous day, but ability to walk down and later up a reasonably steep hill for 25 minutes on a good track is needed. Also some bending is needed to cut vegetation.

*** If you are coming, it would help if you could inform the ranger in the previous days or before 9 am on the day: John Staniland  Ph. 810 9516   bushridge@slingshot.co.nz 

                      How to get to Matuku Reserve 

· From the west: After Swanson take right fork into Waitakere Road (not up Scenic Drive), up over hill, down past Waitakere village and turn left after passing over railway at the signpost to Bethells Beach. Very shortly pass the school on the left, and very soon after take right fork into Wairere Road. 

· From the north: From the junction of Route 28 (the Coatesville – Riverhead Highway) with State Highway 16, turn right briefly into the State Highway and then next left into Taupaki Road. Remain on this road (veering right at junctions with Nixon and Amreins Roads so as not to mistakenly go along them), cross railway line and very soon after turn left into Waitakere Road. A few minutes along this you will see, just before Waitakere Township, a signpost to Bethells Beach. Turn right into this road (Bethells Road). Very shortly pass the school on the left, and very soon after take right fork into Wairere Road.

Drive about 5.5 km on Wairere Road, ignoring side roads until finally turning left into unsealed Jonkers Road.  At one kilometre along this road go left into narrow Snows Lane at the Forest & Bird sign. One kilometre down this lane pass viewing platform and entrance, and reach car park 100 metres further on. There is space for 10 cars only here, so groups should consider carpooling. (There is no access to the reserve from Bethells Road.)

                                       About Matuku Reserve

Matuku Reserve at 120 hectares is a private reserve and wildlife sanctuary in the Waitakere Valley owned by the Royal Forest and Bird Protection Society. It is open for both members and the public to enjoy. Its first block was purchased in 1979, but the reserve has since grown substantially through land exchange and land purchase. Facilities include viewing platforms, information station/shelter, water supply and very strange toilet.

About a fifth of the reserve is wetland comprising open water for ducks and swans, and reedy marshland ideal for pukeko and less often seen bittern, fernbird, and spotless crake.       (The name Matuku is the Maori name for the bittern.)

The forest, logged in the early 1920s, is regenerating well and is dominated by a broadleaf canopy of puriri, karaka, nikau, rewarewa, kowhai and treefern, but with significant stands of kauri and kanuka also. The high number of flowering and fruiting species accounts for the high numbers of tui and kereru (NZ Pigeon) that can be seen. 

An extensive programme of possum, rat and stoat control has led to a significant increase in bird numbers, including previously rare tomtit. It is anticipated that the reserve will be colonised by species like whitehead and robin which have been reintroduced to ‘Ark in the Park’, the society’s restoration project at the Cascades 4 km away.

Pest control has caused an increase in the number of insects also, and this has been the object of scientific research.

The fairly steep nature of some of the reserve provides excellent views over the Waitakere Valley. There is a waterfall which you can walk behind under a coloured cliff –a magical place. Tracks are good and are signposted. Boots are recommended.

