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For those of you who have been looking 

out for the day Fairtrade bananas 

would appear on the scene in New 

Zealand –it’s here!! Check your local 

Pak-N-Save, New World or Four Square 

supermarkets, or ask your local ones 

to stock it too! Please see: 

http://allgoodbananas.co.nz/  

 

A Rocha in Auckland (Leaders: Jim and Clare Drury)  

Auckland Committee held a retreat and planning workshop on 20 Feb. We signed the 
Memorandum of Understanding with ARANZ to confirm our commitment being an official A 
Rocha Local Team in Auckland. Also, we met with Wendy John from the Oakley Creek Project 
to make arrangements for working bees during the year to help with this project. And we 
discussed ideas for celebrating International Year of Biodiversity, including the possibility of 
an event on 22 May which is International Day of Biodiversity and/or possibly organising a 
seminar series on Care of Creation for later in the year. 

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~ 

A Rocha in Waikato (Leader: Kristel van Houte-Howes). Report by Liza. 

We had our first group meeting of the year on 28th February with a BBQ and catch up. There 
were two presentations: one by Asher Cook, who recently got awarded a scholarship to join a 
cruise to the sub-Antarctic Islands, and experience their amazing wildlife and unique habitats. 
Richard also gave a presentation on the Scripture Union-ARANZ camp with photos. Kristel led 
a discussion about what our group would like to focus on for 2010, in terms of fellowship and 
practical activities. 

Karioi Project (Leader: Kristel van Houte-Howes)  

While we are setting up trapping lines in Bryant Scenic Reserve we will continue to control 
rats and stoats in the Upper Wainui Reserve until April, and restart again in August (including 
possums). There are four pest control lines in the Upper Wainui reserve which are checked at 
least every two weeks. Our aim is to have as many local residents taking care of these lines on 
a regular basis (each line takes approximately 1-2 hours max).  

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~ 

http://allgoodbananas.co.nz/
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A Rocha in Manawatu (Leaders John Flenley and Keith Young). Report by 

Carol Johnson. 
 

Our first open day at the plant propagation unit at Longburn Adventist College was held on 
Sunday 14th March. It was low-key but very pleasant – a mixture of regulars and their families, 
and visitors.  A total of 18 people came and went during the day (that’s including us 
organisers). We fired up the barbecue and enjoyed a picnic lunch, as well as showing people 
around, and answering questions. The children had an opportunity to pot up native seedlings. 
In the pipeline at this stage is a substantial donation from a local Rotary Club in exchange for 
a commitment to raise a certain number of native seedlings. It may be a few months before 
this comes through, but needless to say it will be extremely welcome! 
 

 

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~ 

A Rocha in Wellington (Leaders: Helen Cranshaw and Diana Kiernan). Report 

by Diana.  

Mid-afternoon on Sunday March 14 almost all of our core members met at Otari-Wiltons Bush.  Dr 
John Dawson, a trustee of the bush, botanist and author of "Nature Guide to the New Zealand Forest", 
answered our numerous questions and informed our walk through tree ferns, divaricating Kaikomako, 
Tawa and Kohekohe. Otari Native Botanic Garden and Wilton's Bush Reserve is the only public botanic 
garden in New Zealand dedicated solely to native plants. Tecomanthe speciosa and 
Pennantia baylisiana are each derived from one remaining vine or tree on an island in the Three 
Kings.  From conifers to alpines we all had a great day.  All arrived at our place for impromptu dinner.  
See Otari Wiltons Bush on WCC website.  

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~ 
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A Rocha in Christchurch (Leader: Steve Miur)  

The A Rocha group in Christchurch is meeting for discussion this Sunday night 7.30pm at Whare Ora, 8 
Athlestan st near Barrington Mall. They are currently running a Biblical series on caring for creation. 

                                                     ~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~ 

Other news (Kristel & National Team)    

Sarah Walker of A Rocha’s International Office (International Coordinator), visited the 
Hamilton group recently. Kristel and Sarah met with staff at Te Kakano Plant Nursery (whom A 
Rocha now has an informal partnership with). They also visited the Karioi project site in 
Raglan to see the work that is going on there. She was also able to meet with Carol Johnson 
who volunteered at A Rocha France last year, where Sarah is based – wonderful to be a part 
of an international family! 

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~ 

  

  

 

 

 
 


