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Check out the United Nations 2010 International Year of 

Biodiversity website for a global view!! 

http://www.cbd.int/2010/welcome/ 

A Rocha in Auckland (Leaders: Jim and Clare Drury)  

Following on from our planning workshop in February, there has been a lot happening 
behind scenes with organising events for the first half  of the year and communicating with 
Auckland Supporters; there are about 100 people on the email list. This Saturday 17 April, 
we will be helping with the Oakley Creek Restoration project; we will be clearing an area 
adjacent to Kodesh Community in preparation for re-planting in July. Plans are also well 
underway for a special event on Sat 29 May to celebrate International Year of Biodiversity 
and to 'launch' A Rocha in Auckland, now that we are an official group. The National 
President of Forest and Bird will be the guest speaker. 

A Rocha in Waikato (Leader: Kristel van Houte-Howes).  

A Rocha & Te Kaakano Koha Day in Raglan: 
Landscaping day at Raglan Artists Combined 
Studio & BBQ/Shared Dinner went very well 
on Sunday 2nd May. This was a special koha 
for Glen and Amanda who have supported A 
Rocha and Te Kaakano through their creative 
work. We landscaped their little yard in front 
of the studio. This was led by a professional 
landscape designer. Our Waikato Core Group 
also met prior to "Landscape Day" to discuss 
key activities and developments and to plan 
future events for the year. 
 
 
 

Figure 1 Gillian, landscaper from Te Kaakano 
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Karioi Project (Leader: Kristel van Houte-Howes)  

KARIOI RESTORATION PROJECT: BIG WEEKEND SETTING UP, Saturday and Sunday 8-9th 
May. We’ll be cutting and setting up new trap lines in Bryant Reserve; making rat trap 
tunnels; checking existing lines at Upper Wainui Reserve; and checking stoat and cat traps at 
Bryant Reserve. We look forward to this being a fun and productive day with some bush-
whacking and cross-country walking with the group! 
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A Rocha in Manawatu (Leaders John Flenley and Keith Young). Report by 

Carol Johnson. 
Please see the combined event report by Diana Kiernan (Wellington) below  
 

 Rocha in Wellington (Leaders: Helen Cranshaw and Diana Kiernan). Report 

by Diana.  
Four energetic Palmerston 
North members and friends 
from Pirongia joined 
Wellington Arochans to 
revegetate a hillside with NZ 
natives, to improve the 
conservation value of this, 
the Parminters' new hobby 
block. Four hours of digging 
hard, dry ground under 
mahoe trees resulted in 
planting about thirty natives 
appropriate to the area.  A 
quick trip to the south end of 
the valley introduced 
Palmerston Northers to the 
mistletoe project. One out of twenty seeds planted on host trees has survived the summer.  
We are encouraged to persevere and will re-seed Ileostylus micranthus (green mistletoe) in 
May, putting the seeds in different trees to last year.  We hope that by planting more seeds 
we will have a greater success rate this time around. We will keep you posted on this! 

A Rocha in Christchurch (Leader: Steve Muir)  

Phil Pattemore led a very interesting discussion on the historicity of Adam and Eve and its 
implications for the rest of the Bible. We are not doing the possum run this month due to 
pig damage on some of the lines. Phil the ranger is repairing the damage and hopefully 
dealing to the pigs and the pig hunter who released them & keeps chasing them all away 
from pig traps. I'll let you know how it's looking next month.  

Other news (Kristel & National Team) and others 

ARANZ has sent a letter to the Government voicing some of our concerns on the issue of 
mining in New Zealand’s National parks (Schedule 4 lands). Thanks to those of you who 
were involved in preparing this and let’s keep praying! 
 

 
 


