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PASS IT ON !! LET IT REFRESH someone new !!                                                    

letô share the word about A Rocha boldly !  We need 

more of our brothers and sisters in Christ, friends, 

neighbours, work-mates, familyé to hear the 

message, share the passion, take up the challenge, 

make a change, one person at a time, one step at a 

timeé 

This monthõs Bible study resources come from the Churches Together in Britain and Ireland 

(CTBI) ð Hope for Creation ð study resources which can be found at: 

http://www.ctbi.org.uk/343/ . There is a collection of Bible studies to choose from.  

A Rocha in Auckland (Leaders: Jim and Clare Drury)  

 On 29th May we enjoyed a special event to officially launch A Rocha in Auckland and to 
celebrate the International Year of Biodiversity. We had some presentations about A Rocha 
globally and nationally from Richard Storey, and then some of our committee members talked 
about our plans and ideas for the Auckland region. This was followed by a shared meal and in the 
evening our guest speaker Barry Wards, National President of Forest and Bird gave a wonderful 
talk about his own journey in conservation and about the Forest and Bird Society. The evening 
concluded with a reflection by Stephen Pattemore on biodiversity and the Bible.  We were 
greatly encouraged by those attending and enjoyed a good time of fellowship together. Thanks 
to the Pattemores for arranging this event! 
  
 Our next working bee will be on Saturday July 3rd to help the Friends of Oakley Creek with 
restoration of this waterway and walkway.  We will be planting an area which we cleared of 
weeds at a working bee in April (and have subsequently been further worked on by Kodesh 
volunteers).  We plan to have another couple of working bees at Oakley Creek later in the year. 
 

 
Figure 1 Clare Drury (Auckland co-leader)                          Figure 2 Jim Drury (Auckland co -leader) 

http://www.ctbi.org.uk/343/
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Figure 3 Geoff Stephens (Kodesh Community)                    Figure 4 Richard Storey (ARANZ) 

 
Figure 5 John Staniland (Ark in the Park)                           Figure 6 Barry Wards (Forest & Bird, President) 

  
Figure 7 Dr Stephen Pattemore (event organiser)               Figure 8 Some of the participants at the shared dinner 

A Rocha in Waikato ( Leader: Kristel van Houte -Howes) .  

This month a couple of us joined in the planting day at the Waiwhakareke Natural Heritage Park, 
to help revegetate a ridge side with native seedlings. What an awesome feeling to see them 
going into the ground! There were also a few other keen volunteers from: Tui2000, Sacred Heart 
Girls College, and St PeterΩǎ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜ and others. LǘΩǎ encouraging what 14 people can do in 3 
hours! For more information on this urban restoration project see: 
http://www.waiwhakareke.co.nz/   

Karioi Project (Leader: Kristel van Houte -Howes)  

 
 

http://www.waiwhakareke.co.nz/
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A Rocha in Manawatu (Leaders John Flenley and Keith Young). Report by Carol 

Johnson.  

 
This is a round-up of the busy time the Manawatu group has had over the last six weeks or so. 
²ŜΩǾŜ ƘŀŘ ǘǿƻ ǎŜŜŘ-gathering expeditions, one on the Massey University campus and one the 
Gray family farm at Pohangina. Fifty-two manuka from eco-sourced seed were also planted on 
steep ƘƛƭƭǎƛŘŜǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ DǊŀȅΩǎ ŦŀǊƳ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ƻǳǘƛƴƎΦ ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ŘŜŎƛŘŜŘ ǘƻ ǿŀƛǘ ǘƛƭƭ Ƴƻǎǘ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ 
trees are larger before planting them out on the farm, based on the high rate of losses from last 
ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǇƭŀƴǘƛƴƎ όƳŀƴǳƪŀ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŜȄŎŜǇǘƛƻƴ ς ƛǘΩǎ ƻōǾƛƻǳǎƭȅ ǾŜǊȅ ǘƻǳƎh). This is going to mean 
more work for us at the plant propagation unit as we repot everything into larger containers to 
allow it to grow on. 
 
A fortnight ago our members planted about seventy trees in the Pit Park, a former clay pit in 
Palmerston North which is slowly being transformed from a wasteland into a amenity, largely 
through the efforts of volunteers.  
 
bƻǿ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ǎƻǿƛƴƎ ǎŜŜŘΣ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ƛǘ ƛƴǘƻ ǎŜŜŘ ǘǊŀȅǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƻƳŜ ƛƴǘƻ Ǌƻƻǘ ǘǊŀƛƴŜǊǎΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ 
no shortage of work ahead of us as we have both seed sowing and repotting to occupy us over 
the coming months. 
 
John and Helen Flenley will be in Europe until late August, and we will miss them. 
 

 Rocha in Wellington (Leaders: Helen Cranshaw and Diana Kiernan) . Report by 

Diana.   

 

A Rocha in Christchurch  (Leader: Steve Muir )  

The Christchurch group met on Sunday evening, 20 June for an engaging talk by Ian Burn titled: 
Economy Up, Environment down?  The way money is created and managed in our economy, the 
consequences of this for the environment and sustainability, and how complementary currencies 
can help.      
 
Ian Burn is the Project Coordinator for Pegasus Exchange, , a new local complementary currency 
being established in Christchurch.  He is also an A Rocha volunteer. The discussion was to look at 
issues around: 
how money is 'created' and managed, how it's become more than just a medium of exchange, 
the relationship between an economy focused on paying off interest, 'economic growth', and the 
environment and sustainability, the relationship between this economy, inequality and measures 
of health, education and social wellbeing, and how the use of complementary currencies can 
facilitate a more environmentally and socially sustainable society.   
 
You can read the following paper on Strong Sustainability by Sustainable Aotearoa New Zealand 
http://docs.google.com/viewer?a=v&pid=sites&srcid=ZGVmYXVsdGRvbWFpbnxzdH 
JvbmdzdXN0YWluYWJpbGl0eXxneDo0ZGNmNWM1ZDgzNTY0MzU5, or for information on 
Pegasus Exchange see www.pegx.org.nz. The monthly possum run was also scheduled for the 
weekend of the 19th -20th June.  

http://docs.google.com/viewer?a=v&pid=sites&srcid=ZGVmYXVsdGRvbWFpbnxzdH
http://www.pegx.org.nz/
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Other news (Kristel &  National Team)  and others  

Kristel, Carolyn (new trustee) and Richard attended the A Rocha leaders' forum at Les 
Courmettes, near Nice (France) earlier this month. The forum was a great opportunity to hear 
about the other A Rocha projects around the world, and learn from their successes. It was 
interesting to find several "national organisations" have developed like ours, with smaller 
projects in several places rather than one field centre. Rikk Watts from Regent College in Canada 
spoke about Earth and God's temple and humans as his image bearers. We also had the 
opportunity to help A Rocha International plan its strategy for the next few years. It was a very 
encouraging time, and we learned some skills that should help us in NZ. 

 

Figure 9 Les Courmettes                                                      Figure 10 Bible study group  

 

Figure 11 Discussion group 

 

 


